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Kindergarten: 2 classes (approx. 25 students in each class) 
First Grade: 2 classes (approx. 25 students in each class) 
6th Grade: 4 classes (approx. 27 students in each class) 
7th Grade: 4 classes (approx. 27 students in each class) 
8th Grade: 4 classes (approx. 27 students in each class) 

 
Vision 

The purpose of public education is to raise young people -- in partnership with parents and communities-- who are 

strong and flexible thinkers, and caring, responsible stewards and leaders of a vibrant, democratic society.  In the spirit 

of this purpose, we at Arts & Letters promise to cultivate joy, rigor, and meaning in each child's education; an 

education built on a belief that through a rich and challenging questioning of the world, we can and will develop 

creative, confident, and courageous people who will make our world more just, enriched, and compassionate. 

 
Shared Resources with PS 20 include the Nurse on First Floor, Security on First Floor at Main Entrance, our wonderful 
Building Manager (Orlando Garcia) and the Custodial Staff, the Cafeteria, the Auditorium, the Gym, and the 
Schoolyard. 
 

A note about Morning Meeting for Middle Schoolers:  Morning Meeting is a time when all adults and students come 

together in the gym for a variety of reasons: to socialize, to give out information, to celebrate student achievement 

and learning, and to get ready for the day. Students sit with their Advisory.  During Morning Meeting we share 

announcements, student readings and student work, current events, and focusing ideas to start our day.  Every 

Wednesday we hear about the Science Times article, and every Thursday we hear an action-packed book review of a 

compelling novel available to borrow from Ms. Ballantine.  And on Fridays, the most special day, we do Celebrations ς 

during which we ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ р /Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

have done that week.  Ask your students about the bracelets!  And at the close of every Morning Meeting, we have a 

few moments of complete silŜƴŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ άǎƻƭƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

 

A note about the Morning Routine for Early Childhood: Each morning will begin with a family read time from 8:30-

8:50 am, and continues with a morning meeting in each classroom. This is a time for the students to read with one 

another and adults, and then to greet and check in with their classmates.  

 

Every grade (both upper and lower) at Arts & Letters features:  

 

Á Class sizes smaller than the city-wide cap (which we fight to maintain as best as we can!) 

Á Highly-trained and knowledgeable teachers chosen for their demonstrated success 

Á Frequent home contact via email, flyers/letters, and phone calls 

Rm. 304 

Main 

Office  

Rm. 322 

Student 

Life Office 



Á Priority for an open dialogue not only within our classrooms, but among staff, and between staff and families, 

and priority to take the time for important conversations, whether impromptu in the hallway after drop-off, 

on the phone, or via email. 

Á Frequent school events to build a cohesive, expanding school community ς creating a time and place for 

lower grades and upper grades to come together! 

Á A true commitment to Arts education with Visual Art and Movement/Dance in Kindergarten and First Grade 

and in Middle School, Advanced Art instruction in Visual Arts, Theater, and Music & Technology 

Á A strong Collaborative Team Teaching (CTT) program in each grade 

Á CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ b¸/ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ - nearby parks, Pratt Institute 

sculpture garden, nearby art spaces and galleries, walking tours to view historical buildings, architecture, or 

plant life, and various other city destinations to explore like Chinatown, Soho, Times Square, etc.  

Á Online grading through JupiterGrades, allowing students and families to see assignments, progress, and 

grades online in real time 

Á ¢ǿƛŎŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ άǎƛǘ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜέ ŀǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴtic, hands-on ways 

 

In addition, for our older students in Middle School: 

Á An advisor for every student who provides academic and social support and an advisory class focusing on the 

"hidden curriculum," including time management, study skills, and social emotional issues 

Á Academic supports such as tutoring and small group instruction (ie after school Reading Lab and Math Lab) 

Á Extended Day programming by Citizen Schools from Monday through Thursday, from 3:10-6:00pm 

www.citizenschools.org/newyork/urbanassembly.cfm Enrolled students participate in School Navigation, 

Apprenticeships with local community members and companies (like Nike and Google!), and Choice time.  

 

Additional Special Programming ς ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎΧ 

Kindergarten and First Grade 

V Visual Art - partnership with artists Dany Rose and Mckendree Key of The Art Shack in Fort Greene 

www.artshackbrooklyn.com and other area artists  

V Music - Music using Orff Music Program and Orff instruments with Brooklyn Queens Conservatory of Music 

(thank you family donor for your generous donation!) 

V Movement/Dance ς in session already, with full-time A&L teacher Ms. Wilde 

V άDǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎς trips to Fort Greene park, gardening work, in class growing of herb garden, in class study 

of snails, worms, lifecycles, and moreΧ some of which is beginning already (in partnership with Open Road 

NYC, Fort Greene Park Conservancy, Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy, and Adopt-A-Farmbox) 

V Afterschool fee-based programs: Hands On World Spanish classes, and Kaleidoscope  

 

Middle School 

V The Arts - All 6th graders take Studio Art with Ms. Bennett.  All 7th graders take Music & Technology with Mr. 

Sibirsky.  All 8th graders take Theater with Ms. Jones.  In addition, students choose a Concentration from 

these three, and take the Concentration version of that artistic discipline, progressing through a three year 

sequence and honing their appreciation and skills.  

V Reading Lab and Math Lab, sponsored by the Robin Hood Foundation 

V Science Enrichment with Melisha Jackman and NYU 

V Special after-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ ϧ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎΩ Dŀȅ {ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ DƛǊƭǎ DƭŜŜΣ CǊŜŜǎǘȅƭŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

performance group, etc. 

V Frost Valley YMCA camp, an Arts & Letters tradition 

 

Technology 

Kindergarten & First Grade: mini-Dell computers 

6th Grade: cart with 15 new Macbooks and buying 5 more 

7th and 8th Grades: sharing cart of Macbooks 

http://www.citizenschools.org/newyork/urbanassembly.cfm
http://www.artshackbrooklyn.com/


Lunch - All students have lunch either fifth or sixth period. 

Kindergarten 

Students eat in the classroom with a staff person dedicated to their lunch experience (Ms. Williams and Ms. 

Joseph).  After students are finished eating, the group enjoys free time with books, drawing, games, and/or 

group story time.  Kindergarteners have recess earlier in the day. 

 

First Grade 

First Graders are escorted down to the lunchroom to eat lunch where a variety of our staff members 

supervise.  After lunch, they enjoy recess outside, in a variety of locations including the blue jungle gym, the 

bench area for sidewalk chalk drawing, or the schoolyard/track for games. 

 

Middle School 

6th, 7th and 8th Grade students are escorted down the stairs by their fourth period teachers.  OUT TO 

LUNCH: 7th and 8th graders will earn out to lunch passes in September based on GPA. This program will be 

overseen by the Student Life Office. All teachers and parents must sign off on the lunch pass in order for the 

student to use it. It can be revoked for any reason outlined in the Pass Policy. All students must sign out with 

Ms. Williams in the yard before leaving and all must exit through the yard at this time.  

 

Bathrooms and Hallways 

Our middle school students are doing a wonderful job welcoming our younger ones to our school. We have been 

overly impressed with how they have been modeling behavior to our younger learners. Some parents have asked 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

detailed, precise plans for how all of our students transition in the hallways in their respective wings. You may notice 

aǎΦ tŜƭƭΣ aǊΦ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅΣ aǊΦ /ǊŀŘƭŜΣ aǎΦ WŀŎƪƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǿŀƭƪƛŜ-talkies; we are ensuring efficient passage at all 

transition times for our students. Additionally, because students of all ages are sharing bathrooms, we have stationed 

a monitor on the 3rd floor to ensure all bathroom activity is safe and swift and that only lower grades students or 

upper grades students are in the bathroom at any given time. 

 

Communication 

Jupiter Grades: All Middle School teachers will be expected to upload grades to JupiterGrades every two weeks. All 

Early Childhood  teachers use JupiterGrades to collect anecdotes and observations that inform their narrative progress 

reports.  

Email:  All parents are required to have an email address that they can check for communications from the school and 

to check updates from JupiterGrades.  

School Messenger: This system leaves a message on your phone with important school messages.   

Parent Blast is a weekly newsletter that goes to all grades, and lower grades often have additional letters. 

 

Fundraising 

                      
 

Over the summer, almost $200,000 was cut from our budget.  This was a $200,000 cut from a budget that 

was already very humble. 



Unlike many schools, we refuseŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƻŦŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭ 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ όŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ bŀŘƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊύ. 

We also refused to strip our school of the arts curriculum we believe in so deeply.   

 

And so, with $200,000 less, almost our entire city budget was earmarked to pay our PEOPLE, the core of 

Arts & Letters.  We were left with barely any money to pay our bills or purchase the supplies needed for 

school, much less an expanding one.  After using funds carefully saved from last year, we were still left 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΧ  

 

So we put out a rallying call to save our high quality public education, and many of you answered.  For the 

first time in our history, the money we raise is literally supporting our school, it is our budget, for 

everything other than people.   On August 12th, we launched our I (Love) A&L Campaign, and we received 

tremendous support ς $56,000 to date! 

 

19,200 given online (parents and grandparents!) 

2,000 in matching gifts (ŦǊƻƳ н ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΗύ 

4,800 in checks 

10,000 (contribution from a foundation through a parent contact) 

20,000 (contribution from a foundation through an anonymous friend!) 

____________ 

= $56,000 

 

We have raised 54% of our goal of $103,000 (our goal to keep our school operating!), but we only have 

8% participation so far (32 families out of 400 families). 

 

For those who have already given, thank you.  Thank you so much ΧŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎ 

economic time.  !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ȅŜǘΣ  we need you! 

 

What have we bought or earmarked thus far out of these I (Love) A&L funds?   in alphabetical order 

 

V Books and Textbooks for K & 1 (many are still needed) 

V Composition books, whiteboards, and consumable  supplies  

V Copiers! (very hardworking that support differentiated instruction and all classroom needs!) 

V Jupiter Grades, online grading / real-time system so all families stay updated on student progress 

V 5 Macbooks to boost our 6th grade cart computer cart 

V Reams of paper for all school use 

V Richer Picture, Digital Portfolio technology for every student 

V School Messenger, allowing us to call every home with important messages 

V Science books and materials 

V Stamps for school mailings 

 

In addition, we have received MANY generous donations of items off of our K & 1 wishlists ς furniture, art supplies, 

books, toys, and plates and utensils that are being used vigorously every day!  Thank you! 

These purchases and earmarks are holding us over for now, but we have the whole year to go and MANY supplies, 

technology, and program funds are still neededΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ done our second (or third or fourth) fundraising push yet, 

since we were giving parents a breather after the school supply pushΧ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀre now!  We have faith our community 

will continue to come through, but we need YOU ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΧ 

 



Help by: 

ü Joining the PA Fundraising Committee, a group of invested and talented parents who will be working (in 

collaboration with Meghan) to make things happen! 

ü Donating according to the sliding scale on our website, online or by check 

ü Setting up a monthly payment plan online if smaller increments are better (just $20 a month!) 

ü Asking grandparents, friends, and contacts to donate too! 

ü Asking your employer if they match charitable donations 

ü And racking your brain for any people you know at foundations or companies ς all of our foundation support 

thus far has come through close personal contacts!  Most people know more people than they think they 

ƪƴƻǿΗ  ¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƻǊƪΗ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

can donate supplies, technology, or their talents! Right your name and ideas at the break-out table in the 

Cafeteria after this meeting! 

ü Be an advocate for Arts & Letters ς GO PUBLIC! (as we say) ς help us widen our circle of support! 

 

Give online or give ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ άL [ƻǾŜ !ϧ[έ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ƭƛƴŜΦ  aŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ !Ǌǘǎ ϧ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ 

 

To give online, start at our website 

www.uaaal.org 

 

 

 

Click Donate Now!  You will be taken to our 

NY Charities giving page, where the suggested 

donation/sliding scale is shown.   

 

 

 

Then, your donation takes less than 

5 minutes! 

 

 

Choose your donation amount, or 

type in your own.  Choose the I Love 

A&L Campaign as your giving area.  

Choose a one-time gift or recurring.  

Lastly, if you think your company may 

match your donation, add your 

company name in the blue box at the 

ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

next screen for your credit card info 

for easy check-out!   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uaaal.org/


 

 

Join the PA Fundraising Committee, a group of invested and talented parents who will be 

working to make things happen! 

 

 

SubCommittees for Fundraising include: 

 

 

Major Events 
This group is also collaborating on creating the fall festival, and will work on the big fundraising gala in spring. Needs: lots of parent 

volunteers to take on as little or as much responsibility as they can! 

Anastasia Konecky* (anastasiakonecky@yahoo.com) 

Po Kutchins 

Monica Bernal 

 

 

Graphics 
This group works with the PA Communications team, other PA committees, and the A&L development office to create the graphics 

that accompany A&L communications. Needs: Graphic designers, branding experts, people with access to color printers or other 

relevant technology.  

Dany Rose* (danyrose@gmail.com) 

Anastasia Konecky 

Monica Bernal 

Yury Vargas 

 

 

External fundraising 
This group works to identify sources of funding external to the school--foundations, private individuals, state and local government 

programs, etc., and to secure those funds through personal contacts, events, and grantwriting. Needs: people with specific contacts 

in all the areas listed above, and people with grantwriting experience. 

Po Kutchins* (pokutchins@yahoo.com) 

Alex Sichel 

Sean Jacobs 

Jessica Blatt 

George Sanchez 

 

 

Ongoing Events 
This group works on smaller scale events such as movie nights, read-a-thons, fundraisers like gift-wrap or bake sales, and will 

collaborate on creating the fall festival. A big current project is the "purple book," which will be a directory of the A&L community 

and also highlight the talents and resources of A&L parents. Needs: Lots of parents to take on small, specific tasks, such as staffing 

tables at a book fair, helping to set up or staff the fall festival. Big ideas also welcome!  

Pamela Sah* (pamelasah@gmail.com) 

Carrie Larrier 

Alicia Colon 

 

 

 



WE Ǆ A&L EVENTS!  

Ongoing Events Committee above 

FallFest, Saturday 10/22:  Fun fall dance party festival with DJ, apple cider, costumes, face painting! 

Book Fair (possibly during FallFes!):  Books for K-8th graders for sale on-site w/ % of profits donated to PA 

Movie Nights (starting in October):  Free family movie nights in Aud for lower graders and upper graders with 

food/drink sales benefitting PA 

Winter Break Read-A-Thon:  Grandparents, friends, and all can sponsor kids for each minute of reading! 

A&L Benefit Concert:  Talented performer! TBD 

Please contact PA Fundraising Chair Pamela Sah (Jonah, 1st grade) at pamelasah@gmail.com or (917) 538-6914 to 

volunteer!  To help with our new Purple Book, email Pamela as well! 

[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ Dh t¦.[L/ Ǝŀƭŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ aŀȅΣ ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΗ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΗ  9Ƴŀƛƭ aŜƎƘŀƴ ŀǘ 

MJoseph25@schools.nyc.gov to get involved! 

 

hǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΧΦ 

 

FALL, FUN, FEST, FUNDRAISER 

Saturday, October 22nd from 1:00PM ς 4:00pm in the SCHOOL YARD 

Come in COSTUME, Come to DANCE, Come to Make FRIENDS 
PARENTS NEEDED: 

1. CƻǳǊ /!{I9w{ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ  ά.LD .¦/Y{έ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 
2. Six GREETERS / 3 shifts ς to welcome families as they enter the yard 
3. Five Dads to do heavy lifting from 11:00AM ς 12 noon 
4. Eight Snack and Beverage Monitors  
5. Six Creative Enthusiasts to facilitate the Arts & Crafts tables ς will be led by 7th and 8th Grade artists 
6. All able bodies to CLEAN UP 4:00pm-5:00PM 
7. We are looking for a Kid friendly DJ 
8. Twelve parents to do Face Painting in 30 minute shifts 

 

mailto:pamelasah@gmail.com
mailto:MJoseph25@schools.nyc.gov


DONATIONS NEEDED: 

1. 25 PIES, CAKES or Cookie Collections ς packaged to be sold for $20 each 
2. Old News Papers to be used for Crafts and Costume making 
3. Old Costumes, crazy hats, fabric, doodads and general shinny bits for dress-up box 
4. Any old art supplies: crayons, paints half a glue stick etc. will be put to use 
5. Raffle worthy Items ς Check your closets for nice things with tags??? Rain Boots, Books, Puzzles etc 

 
ACTIVITIES: 

1. Dancing 
2. Informal Costume Competition 
3. Mega Arts and Crafting ς masks, make your own costume etc 
4. FACE PAINTING 
5. Bake Sale 
6. Snacks and Beverages will be available compliments of our Parent Association 
7. Fundraising Leads will be available to answers questions and discuss ideas 
8. HOT, HOT R-A-F-F-L-E!!!!! Movie Tickets etc. 

 
 

CONTACT: Anastasia Konecky anastasiakonecky@gmail.com  or Nadine Jervis 347-385-7429 

nadinejervis@gmail.com  

mailto:anastasiakonecky@gmail.com
mailto:nadinejervis@gmail.com

